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friend, whose depth of commitment to improv-
ing the San Joaquin Valley can be matched 
only by his depth of commitment to those he 
loved. 

Born on April 21st, 1921 to Jesse Areias 
and Genevieve Silva Areias, John J. Areias 
was a first generation Portuguese-American 
from Volta, California. His family moved from 
Portugal’s Azore Islands to California to begin 
a dairy, and to support a family. John’s father 
put $10 down on 640 acres of land in western 
Merced County, where John spent much of his 
youth learning how to be a dairyman along-
side his eight siblings. He was the valedic-
torian of Volta elementary, and moved on to 
graduate from Los Banos high school in 1940. 

John had an insatiable hunger for commu-
nity involvement, which began with his high 
school’s student government, and the Future 
Farmers of America. His leadership position in 
the FFA granted him many opportunities early 
on, one of which called on him to present cat-
tle at the California State Fair. This is also 
where he would meet the love of his life, 
Mary, whom he married shortly thereafter. 
John and his brother Jesse then moved on to 
begin their own dairy, which quickly became 
the first grade A dairy in the Los Banos Dairy-
men’s Association. Eventually their dairy be-
came one of the biggest and most successful 
in California, but they never lost sight of the 
role family should play in their business. 
John’s children played the same part that he 
did when he was younger, lending a hand in 
day to day dairy operations to support the 
family business. 

John was also very politically connected 
with Central California Democratic circles. He 
served as Chairman of the Merced County 
Democratic Central Committee and had been 
a delegate to the Democratic National Con-
vention in 1960, where John F. Kennedy 
earned the nomination of his party as can-
didate for President of the United States. John 
was also a devout Catholic, serving as the 
Grand Knight for the Knights of Columbus. 

John is survived by his four children, 
Marcia, Lucia, Kathleen, and Rusty, all of 
whom left John immensely proud of their suc-
cess. He is also succeeded by his five grand-
children, Eva, Nina, Bianca, Alexis, and Aus-
tin. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to commemorate John 
Areias Sr.’s life for his outstanding character 
as an entrepreneur, public servant, family 
man, and friend. His life is a testament to the 
power of the American dream, and the joy that 
can accompany it. He was a powerful role 
model for the people of the Central Valley, 
and will be deeply missed by everyone that 
had the pleasure of knowing him. I join John’s 
family in honoring his life, and love for our 
community. 
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Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is with my 
sincere thanks and appreciation that I rise 
today to join the many who have gathered to 

mark the 50th Anniversary of the Connecticut 
Mental Health Center—a remarkable mile-
stone for this exceptional institution. 

In 1963, President John F. Kennedy signed 
into law the Community Mental Health Act, a 
pioneering piece of legislation that sought to 
transform the way in which we, as a society, 
approached mental health treatment. It was 
from this legislation that the Connecticut Men-
tal Health Center, a unique partnership be-
tween the State of Connecticut and Yale Uni-
versity, was inspired and conceived. Opening 
its doors in 1966, CMHC has been an invalu-
able resource to our community for half a cen-
tury, not only as a service provider but as a 
leader in research, education, and community. 

Each year, more than five thousand of our 
most vulnerable citizens count on the Center 
for comprehensive clinical, addiction, and re-
habilitative services. For fifty years, the Con-
necticut Mental Health Center has been trans-
forming the lives of those with mental illness 
and addiction issues by providing a safe 
space where they can find the services they 
need to live, work, learn, and participate fully 
in their community. 

Their outreach programs for the homeless, 
those who are at serious risk for mental ill-
ness, or involved with the criminal justice sys-
tem have helped to ensure that those most at 
risk are able to find the care they need. 
CMHC’s community education programs have 
helped community leaders better understand 
mental illness and addiction and their profes-
sional education programs have trained hun-
dreds in Psychiatry, Neuropharmacology, Psy-
chology, Psychiatric Nursing, as well as Pas-
toral and Social Work. In addition, CMHC is a 
national leader in cutting-edge research and 
innovation. 

CMHC’s mission statement concludes with a 
message to which they have strived for fifty 
years: ‘‘Continued success means trans-
forming our systems of care to be suitable to 
the new environment, while preserving our 
fundamental commitment to excellent culturally 
sensitive, clinical, rehabilitative, and preventa-
tive services, linked to nationally recognized 
research and educational programs.’’ It is their 
dedication to continually ensuring that the care 
they are providing is meeting the changing 
needs of their clients and community that has 
been their greatest gift. 

I have had the privilege to work with the 
Connecticut Mental Health Center on a variety 
of issues over my tenure in Congress and 
have always been in awe of the outstanding 
work that they do. Today, as administrators, 
staff, supporters, and community leaders gath-
er to mark this golden milestone, I am hon-
ored to extend my heartfelt congratulations to 
the Connecticut Mental Health Center on their 
50th Anniversary. I have no doubt that they 
will continue their invaluable work for many 
more years to come. 
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Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Paul E. Schickler, Presi-
dent of DuPont Pioneer, ahead of his retire-
ment on January 1, 2017. Paul began his ten-

ure with Pioneer as an accountant back in 
1974. His 42 years of dedicated service has 
produced enduring success, and with his lead-
ership, the company has experienced some of 
its most prosperous and successful years of 
operation. 

Paul joined Pioneer after receiving an un-
dergraduate degree from Drake University. He 
displayed a tireless work ethic as he pursued 
his MBA while working full-time at Pioneer. It 
was apparent from the start that he was des-
tined for excellence within the company. 
Throughout his years at Pioneer, Paul has 
served in a number of roles, including: Con-
troller; Vice President of Human Resources, 
Learning and Development, Communications 
and Real Estate Management; Vice President, 
Director, Latin America Operations, later ex-
panding to include Mexico and Africa; Vice 
President, International Operations; Agriculture 
and Nutrition Business Development Director; 
and finally, in 2007, DuPont Vice President 
and the 11th President of Pioneer. 

Paul’s commitment to global agriculture and 
the fight against world hunger goes even be-
yond his work at Pioneer. He and his wife 
Claudia have used their own personal success 
to benefit the World Food Prize, donating re-
sources to expand the foundation’s Global 
Youth Institute to every Iowa high school. For 
the last several years Paul has shared his vi-
sion for global agriculture with the delegation 
of youth in attendance of the World Food 
Prize Week. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate 
Paul on his upcoming retirement. He will now 
be able to spend his well-deserved time off 
sharing his love of golfing and skiing with his 
daughters, their husbands, and six grand-
children. It is with great honor that I recognize 
him today. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in recognizing Paul’s accomplishments 
and service and in wishing him and his family 
nothing but the best. 
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Mr. DUNCAN of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 
the best, most effective charity does not come 
from government agencies, which mainly help 
those who work for the agencies. The best, 
kindest charity comes from one individual 
helping another. I often tell young people to try 
to pull themselves away from their very addict-
ive screens (computer, iPads, television) and 
go out and help a live human being. Their 
lives will mean more if they do. That is why I 
was so impressed by Bob Hunt’s column in 
the November 25 Knoxville News-Sentinel by 
the work started by Christine Maentz, and car-
ried on now by her, her husband Scott, and 
others helping feed Knoxville’s homeless. I 
would like to call this column to the attention 
of my colleagues and other readers. 

DROPS OF CHARITY BETTER THAN DROUGHT 
(By Bob Hunt) 

‘‘In the first centuries of Christianity, the 
hungry were fed at a personal sacrifice, the 
naked were clothed at a personal sacrifice, 
the homeless were sheltered at a personal 
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